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What is it? 
Social networking is the ability for people to  

connect with others in an online environment.  

This allows networking and connection to be both 

instant and location-independent. Most sites are  

not based on any specific affiliation, interest or  

industry. Within these sites are often smaller  

groups of people formed with others who share  

more specific common interests. 

 

When did all this happen? 
            Contrary to popular belief, social networking 

            is not new. It’s simply an extension of the  

            same social interaction and networking that  

            has been occurring for generations. It is 

            commonly an extension of business  

            networking, and has allowed friends and  

                           families to keep in touch more frequently. 



What’s the point? 
Most of us have hobbies, or things that we are interested in such as books, TV, games or 

movies. Social networks allow us to reach out to others who have the same interests, as 

well as keeping in contact with those we already have a connection with. It can also be a 

very effective business technique.  
 

Social Networking can be many things to many people, but you won't ever know what it 

could mean to you until you try it out for yourself. 



What are the basic components of 

Social Networking Sites? 
 

Profile Best foot forward, folks! Profiles contain a photo of who you are (or a 

photo of something you like), information about where you live, where you 

went to school and other interests.  
 

Friends Friends are trusted members of the site that are allowed to post 

comments on your profile or send you messages. You can also see when they 

post a new picture or update their profile. Friends are the heart and soul of 

social networking. (Note that not all Social Networks use the term “friend”.) 
 

Groups Most social networks use groups to help you find people with similar 

interests or engage in discussions on certain topics. They are both a way to 

connect with like-minded people and a way to identify your interests.  
 

Discussions Most social networking websites support discussion boards for 

the groups, sometimes allowing members of the group to post pictures or 

other pertinent tidbits. 



General interest sites… 



• Updates are limited to 140 characters 

• “Friends” (Follows) are not likely people you already know 

• People are identified by their @username (ex. @thinkcogent) 

TERMINOLOGY 
 
 

Tweeps Twitter 

users 
 

Following People 

you follow 
 

Followers People 

following you 
 

RT Reposting 

someone else’s 

post (RT @name)  
 

@reply (public) 

Mentioning 

someone else in a 

post (@name) 
 

DM (private) 

Direct Message  

(d name) 
 

# Identifies 

Tweets topically 

(#keyword) 



Business-focused social networking 
• Connections 
• Referrals 
• Business/Interest Groups 

TERMINOLOGY 
 

Connections 

People you know,  

(school, personal, 

professional, etc.) 
 

Network 

Group of people you 

can contact through 

your connections. 
 

Recommendation 

Short comment 

written about a past 

working relationship. 



• Update your status with what you’re thinking/feeling/doing 

• Friends are likely people you already know 

• Notes allow for longer updates 

• Multiple apps to access - games are common 

TERMINOLOGY 
 

Friend People you 

have confirmed or 

invited to your 

profile. 
 

Like A link next to 

posts or photos 

that allows you to 

let people know 

that you 

appreciated it. 
 

Poke Virtual act of 

poking a friend.  
 

Wall Where posts 

reside. 



TERMINOLOGY 
 

Plusher A Google+ user  
 

Circle A user-defined list  

of categories to organize  

your Plushers 
 

+1’d Similar to the “like”  

button on Facebook 
 

Sparks News, videos, etc.  

based on your interests 
 

+Public When something  

is shared with +Public,  

anyone can see it 

The “circle” functionality allows for 

a broader networking group while 

maintaining privacy.  



Sites for specific interests… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Eskaton recently launched their own 

networking site for residents and families. 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Ning offers a do it yourself social 

                  networking site… create your own 

                  custom social networking site! 



Methods of updating status 



Privacy 
 

On Facebook, your name, profile picture, gender, networks, username and user id  

(or account number) are always publicly available. 
 

You can manage the  

privacy of your status  

updates, photos and  

information.  

Remember: the  

people you share with 

can always share your  

information with  

others. 
 

The “View As” button on your profile page allows you to see what information is visible 

when someone who isn’t your friend accesses your profile. 
 

Photos and Tags – You can choose to approve (or reject) any photo or post you are 

tagged in before it's visible to others. 
 

Public Search – Control whether your profile shows up if someone enters your name 

into a search engine. 



Privacy 
 

• Anyone who knows your name can find your public profile. 
 

• Public posts and comments are indexed by Google. Keep that in mind when you 

chime in on a public thread. 
 

• You can limit posts to just yourself if you create a circle with no one in it. This can be 

used to bookmark posts or save them to read later. 
 

• When you start a new note, it suggests you share the post with those you shared your 

last post with. Check this carefully before you post. 
 

• Google+ has Picasa and Blogger integration built in, so if you've uploaded photos to 

those sites, it's worth making sure those are private if you want them to be.  
 

• As you upload new photos, you can choose public or restrict to individual circles. 
 

• Droid users may want to be careful with the photo "Instant Upload" feature.  
 

• When you "check in" somewhere, and share it publicly, anyone can see where you 

are with the "nearby" filter in the mobile app. 
 

• "Extended Circles" means sharing to those circled by those you circle, which can 

mean essentially sharing publicly. 
 

• No one can see the names of your circles except for you.  
 


